
The Bridge Illustration

•Graphically shows people their predicament and God’s solution

•Advised to make it more personal by drawing it out on a piece of paper 

than carrying a printed version

I usually start by saying ‘We matter to God. He made us, and He wants 

to have a relationship with us,” and I write ‘Us’ on one side of a napkin 

placemat, or whatever piece of paper is readily available, and ‘God’ on 

the other:



Then I explain the problem. ‘We rebelled against God. Both actively and 

passively, we’ve all disobeyed Him. And our sins have separated us from 

Him, and broken off the relationship.” And I draw lines by both words in 

such a way that they form walls around a great chasm, separating us from 

God:

‘To varying degrees, most of us are aware of our distance from God.’ I 

continue. ‘I know I was, and you may be, too. And so we start doing all kinds 

of things to try to get back to Him, like being a helpful neighbor, paying our 

taxes, going to church, and giving money to charities. There’s nothing wrong 

with these, but the Bible makes it clear that none of them can earn us God’s 

forgiveness or re-establish our relationship with Him.’
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Then I draw a couple of arrows, going over the ‘Us’ cliff. These signify our attempts to 
reach God that always fall short. Sometimes, I’ll write ‘Romans 3:23’ next to the arrows so 
the person can see the biblical source for what I’m saying. ‘Furthermore,’ I add, ‘the sins 
we’ve committed must be punished, and the penalty we owe is death, which means 
physical death as well as spiritual separation from God for eternity, in a place called hell.’ 
Here I add the word ‘Death,’ and sometimes Romans 6:23, at the bottom of the chasm:

At this point, I admit that the picture looks pretty bleak. It’s important to convey the reality 
of how much trouble we’re in apart from Christ. People need to realize how lost they are 
before they’re likely to become interested in being found. But I don’t leave them hanging on 
the bad news for too long. ‘The good news, as I said in the beginning, is that we matter to 
God. In fact, He loves us so much that He did for us what we could never do for ourselves. He 
provided a bridge over which we can find His forgiveness and restore our relationship with 
Him. He built it by coming to earth as one of us, and dying on the cross to pay the death 
penalty we owed. Here’s what the bridge looks like.”



Then I draw a cross in such a way that it touches both sides of the chasm, and sometimes I 
add ‘1 Peter 3:18’ next to the cross:

‘That’ I conclude, is a picture of what the central message of the Bible is all about. And 
that’s what God wants each of us to understand. But it’s not enough for us to just know 
about this or even disagree with it. We’ve got to act upon it. God wants us to move over to 
the other side. ‘We do this by humbly admitting to God that we’ve rebelled against Him and 
need His forgiveness and leadership. That simple act of trust and obedience results in our 
sins being pardoned and our debt being paid. Our relationship with God is firmly established, 
because we’re immediately adopted into His family and as His son and daughter.”



While explaining this, I draw a stick figure on the ‘Us’ side of the chasm, and then from it 
an arrow over the bridge to another stick figure on the ‘God’ side, sometimes adding ‘John 
1:12’:

Then I ask my friend if the illustration makes sense to him or if there’s any part of it that he’d 
like to discuss. Finally, I ask him where he’d say he is on the drawing, and if he seems open, 
whether he’d like to move over the bridge by making Christ his forgiver, leader, and friend.
Let me interject here that that the most common response people make at this point in any 
gospel presentation is a heartfelt, ‘Hmmm….I’ll have to think about it for a while.’ That’s 
okay. Most seekers need time to process the message, weigh it’s implications, and consider 
its cost, just as Jesus suggested in Luke 14:28-33.


