
FALL FOCUS SERIES #1 – SEEMS RIGHT 
GROW GROUP LEADERS GUIDE 

 
This guide is provided to assist you in leading your grow group. Use the elements of this 
guide as you see fit for your group.  
 
LEADER PREPARATION  

1. Passages to read:  
  -  Proverbs 14:12 
  -  Jeremiah 10:23 
  -  Romans 11:33 
  -  Proverbs 3:5-8 
  -  Hebrews 4:11-13 
  -  Proverbs 12:15 
    

2. Introduction to Proverbs (adapted from ESV study Bible):  
  Author and Date- 
  Proverbs itself mentions Solomon (reigned c. 971–931 B.C.) as author or 

collector of its contents (1:1; 10:1), including the proverbs copied by Hezekiah’s 
men (25:1). There are also two batches of sayings from a group called “the wise” 
(22:17–24:22; 24:23–34), and “oracles” from Agur (30:1–33) and Lemuel (31:1–
9). But no author is named for the song in praise of the excellent wife that ends 
the book (31:10–31). 

  
  Theme- 

Proverbs states its theme right at the book’s beginning (1:1–7): its goal is to 
describe and instill “wisdom” in God’s people, a wisdom that is founded in the 
“fear of the LORD” and that works out covenant life in the practical details of 
everyday situations and relationships. 
 
Purpose, Occasion, and Background- 
Proverbs is the prime example of “Wisdom Literature” in the OT, the other books 
being Job, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solomon, together with the wisdom 
psalms (e.g., Psalm 112). In the NT, James is usually counted as a wisdom book, 
and parts of Jesus’ teaching belong in this category as well. 
 
A key term in Proverbs is of course “wisdom.” The word (Hb. khokmah) can have 
the nuance of “skill” (as it does in Ex. 28:3), particularly the skill of choosing the 
right course of action for the desired result. In the covenantal framework of 
Proverbs, it denotes “skill in the art of godly living.” 
The opening of the book also discloses its intended audience (Prov. 1:4–5): the 
simple, the youth, the wise, and the one who understands.  
 



The nature of Proverbs shows why Christians, who do not live in the theocracy 
established by the Mosaic covenant, should still find in this book wisdom for 
their lives. God gave the Mosaic covenant to his people out of his grace, in order 
to restore human life to its proper functioning within the specific context of the 
Israelite theocracy. In the same way the Christian message is God’s gracious way 
of restoring human life for all kinds of people, fulfilling the promises made to the 
patriarchs. Both situations express the same grace of God, and both have the 
goal of restoring the image of God in man. Further, many of the proverbs make 
use of wise observations of God’s world—which is the same world in which 
Christians live today. For all the “local” features found in the book (e.g., a society 
based on agriculture; Palestinian climate; Mosaic institutions), its wisdom is 
universally applicable. Therefore it is no surprise that NT authors readily make 
use of its individual proverbs (e.g., Rom. 12:20, using Prov. 25:21–22; Heb. 12:5–
6, using Prov. 3:11–12) and its broader themes (e.g., James as a wisdom book), 
setting the pattern for Christians of all ages. 

  
  Key Themes- 
  Proverbs covers a wide array of topics from daily life: diligence and laziness 

(6:6–11); friendship (3:27–28; 18:24); speech (10:19–21); marriage (18:22; 
19:14); child rearing (22:6); domestic peace (15:17; 17:1); work (11:1); getting 
along and good manners (23:1–2; 25:16–17; 26:17–19; 27:14); eternity (14:32; 
23:17–18); and much more. In each of these areas it offers wisdom for realizing 
the life of the covenant in the details; it shows that “godliness is of value in every 
way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come” (1 Tim. 
4:8). It demonstrates clearly that: 

  1. God’s will is intensely practical, applying to every aspect of his people’s 
lives. A proper relation to God involves, first, trying hard to understand his truth, 
and then embracing and obeying what one understands. 

  2. A life lived by God’s will is a happy life (3:21–26). 
  3. A life lived by God’s will is a useful life (3:27–28; 12:18, 25). 
  4. A life lived by God’s will does not just happen; one must seek after it, study, 

pursue it, and discipline oneself. 
  5. Such a life is available to those who go after it (9:1–6). 
   
  Character Types in Proverbs- 
  To read Proverbs well, one must have a good grasp of who the character types 

are and what function they serve in the book. 
  The most obvious characters in the book are the wise, the fool, and the simple. 

Proverbs urges its readers to be wise, that is, to embrace God’s covenant and to 
learn the skill of living out the covenant in everyday situations (cf. 2:2). 
The wise person has done that (cf. 10:1); usually Proverbs focuses on the one 
who has made good progress in that skill, whose example is worth following 
(cf. 9:8b). 

  



  The fool is the person steadily opposed to God’s covenant (cf. 1:7b). The 
setting of Proverbs assumes there can be fools even among God’s people. There 
are three Hebrew terms translated “fool” (kesil, ’ewil, nabal), with little 
difference among them. This kind of person resists even the offer of forgiveness 
found in the covenant (14:9; 15:8). These people are dangerous in their influence 
(13:20; 17:12) and cause grief to their parents (10:1); but they are not beyond 
hope (8:5). 

   
  The simple is the person who is not firmly committed, either to wisdom or to 

folly; he is easily misled (cf. 14:15). His trouble is that he does not apply himself 
to the discipline needed to gain and grow in wisdom. 

  
  Proverbs also uses other terms, both positive (e.g., righteous, upright, diligent, 

understanding, prudent) and negative (e.g., wicked, lazy, lacking sense). These 
do not designate different groups of people from the wise and the fools; rather, 
the terms are commonly “co-referential,” i.e., they apply to the same people 
looked at from different angles. The righteous is the one who has embraced the 
covenant, seen from the perspective of his faithfulness to God’s will; the wise is 
the same person, seen from the perspective of his skill in living out God’s will; 
the prudent is the same individual seen as one who carefully plans out his 
obedience. Likewise, the wicked is the one who rejects God’s covenant, seen 
from the angle of his opposition to God; the fool is this same person, seen from 
the angle of the stupid course of life he has chosen. 

  
  Literary Features- 
  The book of Proverbs is what the title implies—a collection or anthology of 

individual proverbs. In addition to being teachers and authority figures, the wise 
men of ancient cultures were literary craftsmen—careful observers of the 
human condition and masters of a particular kind of discourse (the proverb). 

  
  The first nine chapters of the book are wisdom poems that extend over several 

verses, urging the reader to pursue wisdom. The proverbs proper—the concise, 
memorable statement of two or three lines—begin in 10:1. 

  
  A proverb works by making a comparison, and leaving it to the reader to work 

out how the proverb applies to different situations, following current cultural 
conventions. In English, “You can lead a horse to water but you cannot make him 
drink” is regularly applied to human relationships rather than ranching, and the 
competent reader knows this. 

  
  One question in reading Proverbs concerns context, namely, is there any? The 

Purpose, Occasion, and Background section has already argued that the 
covenant provides the theological context (hence God’s grace and Israel’s life in 
the land are always assumed); likewise, one can easily recognize subsistence 



agriculture (living from one crop to the next) as the basic cultural context (hence 
wealth and poverty are understood in that setting). There is also literary 
context: chapters 1–9 provide the ideals and motivation for pursuing wisdom, 
giving the right frame of mind in which to read the one-sentence proverbs. 
Additionally, chapters 1–9 are composed of coherent paragraphs in which the 
individual verses have their meaning. But do paragraphs occur in chapters 10–31 
(besides the acrostic poem, 31:10–31)? It appears that in many cases they do, 
and so in reading the individual one-sentence proverbs, one must take account 
of their possible location in a paragraph context. The notes aim to apply this 
principle. 

  
  A feature of wisdom literature is its concreteness: i.e., the principle is often 

given in terms of a specific circumstance or a specific person, rather than in 
terms of a generalization about people (plural). The false balance, contrasted 
with the just weight (11:1), is a particular instance of the difference between 
swindling and honesty in one’s work ethic and commercial dealings. A father 
speaks to his son, recalling his own boyhood (4:1–4), as a specific parent 
speaking to a particular child (rather than to one’s children or to children in 
general). The idea is not to exclude, say, fathers speaking to daughters (or 
mothers speaking to sons and daughters); rather, by reflecting on a specific 
instance the wise reader will perceive the application to his or her own situation 
(making the appropriate adaptations). 

   
  In some cases individual proverbs seem to supply contradictions; the best 

example is 26:4–5, admonishing not to answer a fool, and then to answer a fool. 
These are only contradictory if it is forgotten that they are proverbs, and not 
laws: the successive verses apply in different situations (see note on 25:28–
26:12). Most languages have the same phenomenon: English has “Many hands 
make light work” and “Too many cooks spoil the broth.” At first sight these seem 
contradictory, but wisdom includes competence in matching the proverb to the 
right situation. 

   
  Proverbs of necessity focus on consequences, and this raises the question of 

whether they are “promises.” Proverbs by nature deal with general truths, and 
are not meant to cover every conceivable situation. Consider the English 
proverb, “Short cuts make long delays”; the very form of the proverb forbids 
adding qualifiers, whether of frequency (often, usually, four times out of five) or 
of conditions (except in cases where …); these would lessen the memorability of 
the sentence. The competent reader knows that the force of the proverb is not 
statistical, but behavioral—in the case of the English proverb cited, to urge due 
caution. In biblical proverbs, the consequences generally make God’s basic 
attitude clear, and thus commend or discourage behavior. 

   
  Proverbs often seem to be mere observations about life, but their deeper 



meanings will reveal themselves if the following grid is applied: (1) 
What virtue does this proverb commend? (2) What vice does it hold up for 
disapproval? (3) What value does it affirm? 

  
GROUP ACTIVITY: “Wrong Ways” 
  - Objective: Reflect on the groups experiences in taking ways that seemed 

right, but turned out to be wrong  
  
  - Directions: Begin by providing each group member with a 3 X 5 card (or 

similar) and a pen (if they don’t already have one). Ask your group, “Have 
you ever gone someway that seemed right but turned out to be wrong?” 

   Instruct the group members to write down a title (ie. Sore Feet) to 
represent the story of any such wrong paths taken (literally or 
figuratively) that they can think of. 

   After your established time limit for writing titles, ask for 
volunteers to share one of their titles, and the story that goes along with 
it. 

   Evaluate the stories shared with questions like the following: 
    • Why did the way seem right? 
    • How long was it until you knew that it was a wrong way? 
    • What consequences were there to going a wrong way? 
    • What would have helped you keep from going a wrong way? 
    
  - Supplies:  3 X 5 card (or similar) 
    Pens or pencils 
  
  - Take Away: Ask group members to determine reasons why we so easily 

misjudge the right ways to go.  
   Ask participants what they learned from the activity. 
   
SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION 
 Work together at beginning to put to memory Proverbs 14:12 ESV There is a way 
 that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 
 Remember that the key to memorization is repetition. 
 Ask group members to consider how they might help the rest of their group 
 memorize the passage. Some ways to do this include: 
   • Writing the passage out in notes that they then send to the others 
   • Calling the other group members to quote the passage 
   • Putting the passage to music and teach it to the group 
   • Making a poster for you meeting place that has the passage on it 
   • Acting out the passage in melodramatic fashion for the group 
   • Putting hand motions to the group’s recitation of the passage 
   • Commit to pray for other group members to be able to remember 
 



STUDY/REVIEW  
1. Discussion Helps: 

 - Invite all group members to participate in the discussion of questions. Don’t 
allow one or two individuals to dominate the discussions. At times ask 
quieter individuals a question directly to get them involved. 

 - Keep the discussion going by having participants explain their answers. If 
someone gives an off target or untrue (unbiblical) answer, ask them to 
explain why they believe it is true. Then gently correct as necessary with 
scripture when possible. 

2. Group Discussion: 
 - This follows the Review/Study Guide from Sunday’s bulletin (in bold).  
 - Notes in italics have been added to assist you in guiding your group to 

appropriate conclusions. 
 
 

Answer the following questions about Proverbs 14:12 
1. What kind of literature is this passage of scripture? Wisdom Literature (see 

Introduction to Proverbs section above) Who is the human author? Solomon 
(10:1) What then is the cultural and historical setting within which it was 
written? Solomon reigned from 971–931 B.C. He was the third king of Israel and 
the last king of the united kingdom. It was the cultural highpoint of the Israelites, 
a time of general peace and plenty.  Why was it written? To impart wisdom… 

2. What does the “way” seem to be? Right. Why might it seem this way? Its 
appearance; its appeal; what it promises; etc. What is the actual reality of this 
“way?” Its end is the way of death. What does this mean for the ones who 
thought they were going right way? Danger, suffering and/or destruction. 

3. What human limitations and worldly deceptions might contribute to a person’s 
inability to correctly evaluate a way? List out all that you can think of. 

 

Answer the following questions about Jeremiah 10:23. 
1. What human limitation does Jeremiah present here? Our lack of discernment, 

especially in what steps to take. 
2. What does this mean for our ability to determine a right way? We have no such 

ability in ourselves. 
 
Answer the following questions about Romans 11:33. 

1. What does this say about God? Gods riches, wisdom and knowledge are deeper 
then we can fathom. His judgments are unsearchable and his ways are 
inscrutable, we cannot understand them because they are beyond us to do so. 
What limits does God have? None except where his own goodness limits him. 

2. How do we compare with God in our ability to determine a right way? We 
don’t. Our abilities are far to weak, inconsistent, tainted and mislead to have any 
comparison to God’s. From Sunday’s sermon message: “ Let’s compare: 

 - Man sees the appearance ... God sees what is really real.  
 - Man has a limited knowledge of the past ... God has a perfect view of   
 the past. 



 - Man has limited knowledge of the future ... God knows the future, so he  
 know what is best in the present. 
 - Man can be affected by prejudice, selfishness, ulterior motives... God is  
 not. 
 - Man can be blinded by emotional pain and passion… God clearly sees all.  
 Why do we ever think that we know better than God? 
 
Answer the following questions about Proverbs 3:5-8.  

1. What does verse 5 say to do and what does it say not to do? Trust in the Lord 
with all of our heart. Don’t rely on our own understanding. 

2. What does verse 6 say to do? Acknowledge the Lord in all of our ways. What 
then will God do? Make our paths straight. 

3. What warning does verse 7 give? To not be wise in our own eyes… What needs 
to be done instead? Fear the Lord and depart from evil. What will result from 
this according to verse 8? Health to our flesh and refreshment to our bones… 

 
Answer the following questions about Hebrews 4:11-13.  

1. What does it mean to “enter that rest?” From verses 1-12- To be a peace with 
God by trusting/believing in the good news of Jesus. What will result? No one 
will fall by the disobedience. 

2. What can be completely relied on according to verse 12, and what reasons are 
given that state this? The Word of God. It is living and active… It is like a double 
edged sword that can easily cut apart joints an arrow, only it divides issues of our 
souls and spirits, our thoughts and our desires, showing them for what they are. 

3. What then does God see according to verse 13? To God, nothing of any creature 
of his is hidden, everything is exposed. How does this apply to knowing if a 
“way” is a right way that leads to life? God’s Word tells us only what is right. 
When we compare our thinking about which way to go to what God’s word says, 
we can know the truth. 

Application 
1. How much should you trust your own abilities to evaluate which ways to go in 

your life? 
2. What can you trust in, for direction in determining which ways to go in your 

life? How do you go about doing this? 
 
APPLICATION ACTIONS  

1. Action Areas: 
  - Have your group come up with a list of practical actions that they can 

take to have the wisdom of the Word of God be more a part of their lives. 
  - Choose (by vote if you have to) one of these actions that everyone in 

the group will do and hold the others accountable to do. Apply a fun 
consequence for any group member that doesn’t fully fulfill the intent of 
action. 

2. Pray over all that you have learned and decided. 


