
GROW GROUP LEADER’S GUIDE 
Fall Focus Series – October 13th 

A Tale of Two Sauls 

 

Leader Preparation 

Passages to Read: 

I Samuel 18:6-9 

Proverbs 11:2 

Proverbs 15:31 

Proverbs 16:18 

Proverbs 25:27 

Proverbs 27:2 

Proverbs 27:21 

Isaiah 2:12 

Matthew 20:20-28 

Matthew 23:11, 12 

Luke 14: 7-11 

Romans 1:14-17 

Romans 12:16 

 

Notes about King Saul: 

Saul was the first king of Israel; son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin. He was a 
choice young man in the prime of life when he was placed on the throne. He was 
a physical “giant” (1 Sam 10:23), industrious, generous, honest, and modest. God 
chose him to institute Israel’s monarchy, but three times during his reign he 
disqualified himself from the high office. The story of Saul (1 Sam 9–31) is one of 
the most pathetic accounts of God’s servants. 



Saul, the King Chosen (1 Samuel 8-15) - God never intended Israel to have any 
king but Himself. He would send them great leaders and these in turn would 
receive their orders directly from Him. But Israel in her falling away had become 
restless. They wanted a king like the other surrounding nations. We find God 
granting their request. Here is a great lesson. We either can have God's best or 
His second best, His directive will or His permissive will. Saul, their first king, was a 
failure. He was handsome to look at, he was tall and of a noble mien. He started 
out splendidly. He proved to be an able military leader. He defeated the enemies 
about him—the Philistines, the Amalekites and the Ammonites. Saul was humble 
at first, but we find him becoming proud and disobedient to God. No man had a 
greater opportunity than Saul and no man ever was a greater failure. His jealousy 
of David bordered on insanity....Saul failed God in several ways: Saul's 
presumption at God's altar (1 Samuel 13:11-13)  Cruelty to his son Jonathan (1 
Samuel 14:44)  Disobedience in the matter of Amalek (1 Samuel 15:23)  His 
jealousy and hatred of David (1 Samuel 18:29)  His sinful appeal to the witch of 
Endor (1 Samuel 28:7)... 

 

What Motivated (Saul/Paul) 

Paul’s Passion for Christ’s Enemies 

Let’s take a closer look at Paul’s tears for Christ’s enemies. In Romans 9, Paul 
writes, 

“I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me 
witness in the Holy Spirit—that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 
heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the 
sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh” (vv. 1-3). 

And a chapter later he says, “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for 
them is that they may be saved” (10:1). 

Paul was passionate about Christ’s enemies, not because he wanted them to 
suffer. He desperately desired for them to be saved. As a result, Paul traveled 
throughout the Mediterranean world preaching the message of salvation in 
Christ, often at great cost to himself (2 Cor. 11:24-27). And he structured his 
ministry in such a way to save the most people. “I have become all things to all 
people, that by all means I might save some” (1 Cor. 9:22). But where did Paul get 



this intense desire to save people? From “the love of Christ,” which was a 
controlling force in his life (2 Cor. 5:14). 

Paul’s Passion for the Church 

Now let’s consider Paul’s tears for the believing community. Paul was passionate 
about protecting and nurturing the faith of believers so he wept at the prospect 
of false teachers undermining that faith. And that passion motivated Paul to write 
and preach. In the letter to Colossae, he writes, 

“For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at 
Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, that their hearts may be 
encouraged being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of 
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ” (Col. 2:1-3). 

Paul believed he was in an intense struggle to bring the church to a greater 
understanding of Christ and all the riches that came as a result of faith in Christ. 
And when a community of believers was on the brink of forfeiting those riches, 
Paul experienced deep pain: 

“my little children, for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until Christ is 
formed in you!” (Gal. 4:19). 

 

Group Activity: 

It is 1977. Elvis is in a bad way. He is way overweight, he is taking drugs to help 
him sleep and drugs to help him wake up. He forgets song lyrics in concerts. He 
spends most of his time holed up at his mansion, Graceland. Elvis has recorded 
several Gospel albums, so you know he knows something of Christ. However, he is 
reading a number of books on a variety of religions and philosophies. 

You are one of his bodyguards/friends. You know that the path Elvis is on isn't 
good. You get a chance to be alone with Elvis for five minutes. What would you 
say to him? How do you think Elvis might respond? Have two people act this out. 
Make sure to include a convincing Elvis impersonation when doing so. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

 

Give examples of celebrities that seem to be "full of themselves"? 



 

Give examples of celebrities that don't seem to be full of themselves? 

 

Some celebrities become prideful and some do not. What are things that can 
make the difference as to how they turn out? 

 

How does the verse, Proverbs 25:27, apply to celebrities? 

 

What are signs that someone is prideful? 

 

Is it possible to be prideful without it being obvious to others?  

 

Read I Samuel 18:6-9. Why wasn't Saul content with all the praise he was getting? 

 

What would you tell Saul? 

 

How does the Fall Focus Series verse, Proverbs 14:12 - "There is a way that seems 
right to a man, but its end is the way to death", apply to King Saul? 

 

Read Romans 1:14-17. How does the pre-conversion Saul differ from the post-
conversion Paul? 

 

What was the focus of King Saul's life? What was the Apostle Paul focused on in 
his? 

 


